“LET’S LOOP TUCSON – LET’S LOOP ARIZONA

The looping initiative in the United States was inspired by Professor David Myers, Ph.D.

He began looping in Holland, MI, naming it “Let’s Loop Holland, MI.” That was followed by” Let’s Loop Michigan” and ultimately, “Let’s Loop America.” The Adult Loss of Hearing Asssociation (ALOHA) in Tucson is looped. Their success prompted  ALOHA to undertake the initiative to loop Tucson. “Lets Loop Tucson” envisions a model city of looped public buildings such as theaters, churches and senior centers for the hard of hearing (HOH). This is a preface to “Let’s Loop Arizona.”  Legislation  in the United Kingdom has mandated looping public buildings, including theaters, churches and post offices. Even taxis are looped. This has added psychological support to the Arizona initiative.

 LOOPING DEFINED:  Inductive Looping is an Assistive Listening system consisting of a thin electrical wire looped around the listening area, a special amplifier and microphones. Speech signals are amplified and circulated through the loop wire. The resulting magnetic energy field is detected and amplified by the tele-coil, common to most hearing aids today.  Speech recognition is enhanced as though the speaker is talking directly into the listener’s ears. The listener receives a clear, clean, understandable sound.

VISION:  Installation of inductive looping in a maximum number of public meeting rooms, senior centers, houses of worship, private homes and businesses. Looping is an inexpensive step to enrich the lives of 170,000 HOH Arizonans, including 70,000 in Pima County and metro Tucson. Some have “dropped out of society” because of hearing loss.

RESULTS:

Reentry of the hard of hearing into society, individuals who have stopped participating in educational, social and faith opportunities for growth and health.

The sponsor of this initiative is ALOHA (Adult Loss of Hearing Association), 4001 E. Ft. Lowell Rd., Tucson, AZ 85712. Please contact Loretta Butler for more information. Voice Phone: (520) 795-9887 Email: info@alohaaz.org Website: www.alohaaz.org

Cooperating organizations are the Arizona Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (Phoenix), Community Outreach Program for the Deaf (Tucson), the Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences Department and College of Nursing at the University of Arizona, and the Tucson Hearing Society.

Initial funding for this initiative: The Joseph and Mary Cacioppo Foundation, Mid-town Sertoma, Ruth Stroud and Southern Arizona Compassion Initiative (SACI) of United Way.  

“Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world.   Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” -  Margaret Mead

